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Introduction: Brain-computer interfaces (BCI) can provide a method for children with severe neurological disabilities 
to achieve their right to self-expression and life participation [1]. Pediatric users typically have less success in the 
calibration of BCI systems compared to adults because typical BCI calibration is not engaging for them. For this 
reason, children have much to gain from transfer learning methods which use previously collected source data to reduce 
or eliminate the required calibration. Riemannian geometry (RG) methods for transfer learning have been successful 
in adult populations [2, 3] but have not been examined in children. This work investigates the performance of existing 
RG transfer learning methods when applied to pediatric data. 

Materials, Methods, and Results: Left/right hand motor imagery (MI) data was collected from 24 typically 
developing children (ages 6-16, median 10, 19 were female). The collected EEG data consisted of 18 intervals for each 
hand, each interval containing 6 epochs of 2s, totaling 320s. For each subject, “target data” describes that individual 
subject’s session data, while “source data” describes the cumulative data from all other subjects. Different methods for 
Riemannian transfer learning were tested with 5-80% of the target data to simulate shorter calibration durations. Direct 
(DCT), Recentering (RCT), and Riemannian Procrustes Analysis (RPA) methods were explored [3]. Calibration using 
only target data served as a control. All methods used the same Riemannian distance to mean (MDM) base classifier 
[4]. The trends shown in Fig. 1. indicate that RCT is an effective method for calibration durations from 0-100s (~30%), 
while RPA performs at or slightly above calibration in terms of accuracy for durations >200s (~60%). 

 

Figure 1. Mean classification accuracy with different amounts of target data. Calibration only uses target data. Direct (DCT) uses only source data. 
Recentering (RCT) and Riemannian Procrustes Analysis (RPA) use both source and target data. * - indicates p < 0.05 based on related t-test. 

Discussion: This evidence suggests that Riemannian methods for transfer learning can offer better accuracy with both 
short (RCT) and long (RPA) calibration durations. This suggests transfer learning is a suitable choice for improving 
pediatric BCI when source data is available. The classification accuracy shown, although improved, is lower than 
commonly reported in adult studies. Further work should determine if transfer learning can help optimize pediatric 
BCI performance. 

Significance: This work demonstrates that Riemannian transfer learning methods can improve accuracy and reduce 
the required calibration duration for pediatric users of motor imagery brain-computer interfaces. 

Acknowledgments: We would like to thank the Alberta Children’s Hospital Foundation for funding this work. 

References: 

[1] S. Orlandi, S. C. House, P. Karlsson, R. Saab, and T. Chau, “Brain-Computer Interfaces for Children With Complex Communication Needs 
and Limited Mobility: A Systematic Review,” Frontiers in Human Neuroscience, vol. 15, no. July, 2021, doi: 10.3389/fnhum.2021.643294. 

[2] P. Zanini, M. Congedo, C. Jutten, S. Said, and Y. Berthoumieu, “Transfer Learning: A Riemannian Geometry Framework With 
Applications to Brain–Computer Interfaces,” IEEE Transactions on Biomedical Engineering, vol. 65, no. 5, pp. 1107–1116, May 2018, doi: 
10.1109/TBME.2017.2742541. 

[3] P. L. C. Rodrigues, C. Jutten, and M. Congedo, “Riemannian Procrustes Analysis: Transfer Learning for Brain–Computer Interfaces,” IEEE 
Transactions on Biomedical Engineering, vol. 66, no. 8, pp. 2390–2401, Aug. 2019, doi: 10.1109/TBME.2018.2889705. 

[4] A. Barachant, S. Bonnet, M. Congedo, and C. Jutten, “Multiclass Brain-Computer Interface Classification by Riemannian Geometry,” IEEE 
transactions on bio-medical engineering, vol. 59, pp. 920–8, Oct. 2011, doi: 10.1109/TBME.2011.2172210. 

Proceedings of the 10th International Brain-Computer Interface Meeting 2023 DOI: 10.3217/978-3-85125-962-9-77

Published by Graz University of Technology Publishing House Article ID: 144456Published by Verlag der Technischen Universität Graz

Abstract Book of the 10th International Brain-Computer Interface Meeting 2023




